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Emergency and Rescue Egress Windows  oworcnvemat

Answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs) and other information regarding emergency escape and rescue
egress windows for basements and sleeping rooms. All work is subject to zoning and building safety code review.

When is an emergency escape and egress window required?

Basements and every sleeping room shall have at least one
operable emergency and rescue opening. Such openings shall
open directly into a public street, public alley, yard or court.
Where basements contain one or more sleeping rooms, OPENABLE
emergency egress and rescue openings shall be required in each AREA Y
sleeping room, but shall not be required in adjoining areas of 5.7 5Q. FT. OPEEEELE Jan
the basement. MINIMUM CLEAR
— . 5.7 SQ. FT. MIN.
What are the building code requirements? MINIMUM
 Minimum net clear opening area of 5.7 sq. ft. 3 R o
e Minimum net clear opening height of 24 inches. %EEERET
o ; ; OPENABLE
e Minimum net clear open width of 20 inches. WIDTH
i i i i SILL HEIGHT

o F|n_|shed opening height not more than 44 inches above A MAYIMUM

finished floor.
* Emergency escape windows shall be operational from the inside

of the room without the use of keys, tools or special knowledge. y FLOOR

Is a window well also required?

A window well is required if the escape or rescue window is
installed below grade.

e It must conform to the following standards:

e Shall allow window to be fully opened.

e Minimum horizontal area of the window well shall be 9 sg. ft.
e Minimum horizontal projection and width shall be 36 inches.

If an egress window is constructed as part of the dwelling’s foundation,
the structure shall be at least 5 ft. from the side property line. If a AxB=9sq.ft.
window well is constructed, the structure shall be at least 2 ft. from the
side property line.

Window wells with a vertical depth of more than 44 inches shall be
equipped with an approved permanently affixed ladder or stairs
accessible when the window is fully open.

The ladder or stairs shall not encroach into the required dimensions
of the window well by more than 6 inches.

The ladder shall have an inside width of at least 12 inches, shall project
at least 3 inches from the well and shall be spread not more than 18
inches on center for the full height of the window well.

For more information, contact the building official at 763-531-1146.




Calculating the open area for an egress window in square feet.

Width
Height

207 217 22”7 23”7 24”7 | 257 | 26” | 277 | 28”| 29”| 30”| 31”| 32”| 33”| 34”| 35" | 36~
24” 33| 3.5 3.7 38| 40| 42| 43 45| 47| 4.8 50| 52 5.3 554 57| 58| 6.0
26” 36| 38| 40| 42| 43| 45| 47| 49| 51 52| 54| 56Q 58| 60| 6.1 6.3| 6.5
28” 3.9 4.1 4.3 45| 47 4.9 51 5.3 54| 56| 58| 6.0 6.2 64| 66| 6.8| 7.0
30” 4.2 44| 4.6 4.8 50| 5.2 5.4 56| 58| 6.0|] 63| 65| 6.7 69| 71 73| 7.5
32” 44| 47| 49| 5.1 53| 56J 58| 60| 62| 64| 6.7| 69| 71 73| 76| 78| 8.0
34” 4.7 5.0 5.2 541 57| 59| 6.1 64| 66| 6.8 7.1 73| 76| 78| 80| 83| 85
36” 50| 53| 55| 58| 60| 63| 65| 68| 70| 73| 75| 78| 80| 83| 85| 88| 9.0
38” 53| 55} 58] 6.1 6.3| 66| 69| 7.1 74| 77| 79| 82| 84| 8.7 9.0 9.2 9.5
40” 56 58| 6.1 64| 67| 69| 72| 75| 78| 8.1 83| 86| 89| 92| 94| 9.7]10.0
42” 58| 6.1 64| 67| 70| 73| 76| 79| 82| 85| 88| 9.0| 93| 96| 991 10.2] 105
44” 6.1 64| 67| 70| 73| 76| 79| 83| 86| 89 9.2 9.5 9.8 10.1] 10.4| 10.7| 11.0
46” 64| 67| 70| 73| 77| 80| 83| 86| 89| 93| 96| 10.0| 10.2| 10.5| 10.9| 11.2| 115
48” 67| 70 73| 77| 80| 83| 87| 90 93| 9.7]10.0] 10.3| 10.7| 11.0] 11.3| 11.7| 12.0
50” 69| 73| 76| 80| 83| 87| 90| 94| 97| 10.1| 10.4| 10.8| 11.1 | 11.5| 11.8] 122| 125
52” 7.2 76| 79| 83| 87| 9.0 94| 98] 10.1| 105|108 11.2] 11.6( 11.9| 12.3]| 12.6| 13.0
54” 75| 79| 83| 86| 90| 94| 98] 10.1| 10.5| 109 11.3| 11.6| 12.0| 12.4| 12.8| 13.1| 135
56” 78| 82| 86| 89| 93| 9.7 10.1] 105|109 11.3| 11.7| 121 | 124 | 12.8| 13.2| 13.6| 14.0
58” 80| 85| 89| 93| 97]10.1]105] 109| 11.3| 11.7| 121 | 125 129 13.3| 13.7| 14.1| 145
60” 83| 88| 92 96| 10.0| 10.4] 108 11.3| 11.7] 121 | 125 129| 13.3| 13.8| 142 14.6| 15.0




